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MEMORANDUM FOR : Advanced Research Prejecis Ageaty 
. 
SUBJECT 3 “Recewery Prebabilities” ey 
dated 13 May 1959) 


1. tn respease to a request fram your office there is 
attached a report by Lockheed, the prime contracter for CORONA, 
which pertains te the probability of the lees of either the camera er 
the casette containing the film. lavelved aise is destrection, cach 
time, of the vehicle which carries the camere. The varieus data as 
well as the several types of destruct syetems relative te the problem 
of preventing tandvertent lose in denied territeny wore reviewed with 
Lechheed CORONA-cleared project persennel by representatives of 
thie Agensy on 28 May. In attendance alse were cognizant AF BMD 
porcennai, 


2, Your concern with regard to inadvertent landing of any of 
the several componente io shared here aad Leckheed wae requested 
te prepece resemmendations and designe ef various destruct systems 
which might be used te decrease the probability ef lees in denied 
territery. RB was pointed out te Leckheod that the several destruct 
systems must have & very high reliability witheut increasing chances 
of malfanctioa er of tncreasing the probability ef lees of the entire . 
mission due te complexities added to the basic CORONA system. The 
prime purpose of developing and continuing the CORONA project is 
the gathering of strategié tutelligence and ite cafe retarn te U.S. 
hands. Any system developed as & security measure must act degrade 
vehicle performance or inherent vehicle and camera system reliability 
heyend acceptabie limits. 


3. Alse of prime concern are the safety facters which must 


» be ballt inte the capeule destruct cyetem since if it ie recovered, 


U spest be then disarmed at the time the film is remeved. 


ROTICE : 
This material certains Information affecting the antional defense of the United States 


withia the meaning of the espionage jaws, Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 734, the trancmissian 
er revelation of which in any mascer te an unauthorized person is pretivited by law. 
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4. Estimates and designs are expected here appreaimately 
18 Jane. Since it io felt that this Agency's and ARPA's objectives 
ave the same, we would hege te meet with you after the receipt of 
the Leckheod report. 


FOR THE DEPUTY CIRECTOR (PLANS) 
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